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Award-Winning Poet & Author Pat Mora
Come and celebrate National Poetry Month with Pat Mora, founder of
Día, award-winning poet and author of books for children and adults.
Pat created El Día de los Niños/El Día de los Libros as an international
celebration of childhood and bilingual literacy.
Pat is a popular national speaker at conferences, campuses, schools
and libraries. The author of many award-winning
children’s books, Pat is a literacy advocate excited about sharing what
she calls “bookjoy.”

Two Chances to See Pat Mora
Author Reading
Friday, May 1 • 7 pm
Central Library
Downtown Greensboro

During Our Dia Celebration
Saturday, May 2 • noon - 3 pm
Center City Park
Downtown Greensboro

Adult & Teen Events
Performance Poetry Workshop with Ashanti
White - Poet, novelist and spoken word artist
Ashanti White will meet with teens and provide
performance poetry pointers. Vance Chavis
Branch • April 1, 7 pm
Monday Night Poetry - Open Mic Poetry plus classical guitar music. Central Library • April 6, 7 pm
Open Mic Night at McGirt-Horton - Share poetry,
songs and speeches. Registration required:
373-5810. McGirt-Horton Branch • April 8, 6:30 pm
Movie: Pinero - Biographical film of the Puerto
Rican poet and playwright starring Benjamin Bratt.
Rated R, Hemphill Branch • April 9, 7 pm
Monday Night Poetry Movie: Il Postino (The
Postman) - In Italy a local mailman falls madly in
love with a beautiful woman and a famous poet
assists him in expressing his adoration. (English
subtitles) Central Library • April 13, 7 pm

International Poetry Night - Join in this annual
celebration of favorite poems from around the world.
Sponsored by the Glenwood ESOL Conversation
Club. Glenwood Library • April 14, 7:45 pm
Teen Poetry Workshop With Clement Mallory Learn techniques of poetic expression from local
spoken word artist Clement Mallory. Vance Chavis
Branch • April 15, 7 pm
Movie: Strange Fruit - This documentary explores
the orgins and legacy of the poem set to music that
became one of Billie Holiday’s signature songs.
A discussion will follow the screening. Hemphill
Branch • April 16, 7 pm
Open Mic for Teens - Teens are invited to voice
their spoken words or favorite poems, with our very
own MC, Mr. Brian “B-dawg” Johnson and special
guest “The Barbarian Librarian.” Hemphill Branch •
April 17, 4:30 - 6 pm

Adult & Teen Events continued
Teen “MC” Rap Battle - Students ages 14-18,
compete to see if you have the skills, the flow and
the swagger to be Master of Ceremonies! Come
show the power of your words and see if you can
take the crown! Don’t rap? Come enjoy the afterparty. Have fun with your friends while you enjoy
the music and food!! Call 373-5810 for directions.
Peeler Recreation Center • Friday April 17, 7 pm

Monday Night Poetry - Featuring the works of
poet Fred Canada, “Prenzlauer Berg” and “Reflections Along the Spree.” Central Library •
April 27, 7 pm

Local Voices Open Mic - Share your favorite
poems at this open-mic event. Vance Chavis
Branch • April 19, 3 - 5 pm

El Día de los Niños/El Día de los Libros - Bring
the entire family for fun and games with “Día”
founder Pat Mora. Center City Park • May 2,
noon to 3 pm

Monday Night Poetry - Open Mic Poetry focusing
on Latino and Hispanic Poets. Featuring the music
of Astanza Project (www.astanzaproject.com).
Central Library • April 20, 7 pm
Celebrating Poetry - Share your favorite poem or
poetry book with the Tea and Books group. Enjoy a
cup of tea and a lively discussion. Kathleen Clay
Edwards Family Branch • April 23, 2:30 pm
Spoken Word Poetry Jam - Featuring Josephus III,
Lalenja Harrington, and The Arc of High Point’s Inner
Groove Poets. Central Library • April 23, 7 pm
Sunday Poetry Salon: Becoming Billie Holiday
Join us for a reception with poet Carole Boston
Weatherford. She will read from her works and we
will show a short Billie Holiday film. Central Library
• April 26, 3 pm

An Evening with our Featured Poet - Meet Pat
Mora and enjoy a reading of her poetry. Central
Library • May 1, 7 pm

Dancing with Poetry Workshop - Gary Glazner
leads this workshop on techniques for presenting
poetry to people living with Alzheimer’s disease.
Central Library • May 13, 9:30 to 11:30 am
LifeVerse Poetry Reading - Local poets who
have participated in the LifeVerse project will
join Gary Glazner in reading their works. Central
Library • May 13, 7 pm
Writing Workshop with Gary Glazner - The poet
uses Pablo Neruda’s Book of Questions as the
basis for this exploration into poetry as an investigative tool. Central Library • May 14, 7 pm

www.poetrygso.org

The 6th Annual High School Poet Laureate Project
The 6th Annual High School Poet Laureate Project is underway. Through a partnership with the Friends of the
Greensboro Public Library and the Guilford County School Media Specialists, poetry contests are held at each
high school. Three semi-finalists are selected from each school. Their works are judged, and one finalist is awarded the title of Poet Laureate for his or her school. The judge for this year’s laureates is Valerie Nieman, author of
several poetry books. The project is coordinated by media specialist Kate Cummings. A public reading by the
High School Poet Laureates will take place at Central Library • May 2, 1:30 pm.

Poetry, Jazz & Java
The Writers’ Group of the Triad and the Greensboro Public Library present the popular Poetry, Jazz & Java
series, which features a variety of local poets and live music. Don’t miss your opportunity to hear from some of
the area’s best writers. Call 373-3636 for more information.

Saturday • April 18 • 7 pm
The Tate Street Coffee House
334 Tate Street

Thursday • April 23 • 7 pm
Starbucks at Quaker Village
5607 West Friendly Ave.

Simply Langston!
a one-man review by Don Miller

The Life and Times of Poet Laureate Langston Hughes
Langston Hughes was known for his insightful, colorful portrayals of black life
in America from the twenties through the sixties. Hughes wrote poetry, novels,
short stories and plays and is also known for his engagement with the world
of jazz and the influence it had on his writing. His life and work were enormously important in shaping the artistic contributions of the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s.
Tickets: $8 General Admission • $5 School Performances. Tickets sold at the
door. To charge by phone call 373-2043.

April 17, 18, 24, 25 shows at 7:30 pm • April 18, 19, 25, 26 shows at 3 pm
School Performances April 23 & 24 at 9:30 am

Greensboro Historical Museum
130 Summit Ave. • Downtown Greensboro
Live Four Piece Jazz Ensemble under the Direction of Bill Alston

Poem In Your Pocket Day • April 30, 2009
The idea is simple: select a poem you love during National Poetry Month then carry it with you to share with coworkers, family, and friends on April 30. Join in the fun using ideas below, or let us know how you will celebrate
Poem In Your Pocket Day by emailing steve.sumerford@greensboro-nc.gov
•
•
•
•
•

Post pocket-sized verses in public places
Handwrite some lines on the back of your business cards
Add a poem to your email footer
Post a poem on your blog or social networking page
Text a poem to friends

Local Poets Enrich Festival
The sponsors of Poetry GSO are grateful to the local poets who offer their talents to make this a very special
celebration of National Poetry Month. (not pictured-Tanya Owens)
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LifeVerse & Gary Glazner
Celebrating poetry doesn’t have to stop at the end of April. Join us in May as we
continue to bring poetry and poetry lovers to Greensboro! Gary Glazner will share
his work and writings with us as part of the LifeVerse project. Gary is currently
Managing Director of the legendary Bowery Poetry Club (BPC) in New York City.
Glazner recently implemented the BPC’s web-casts giving this cutting-edge poetry
nightclub worldwide reach.
Gary has given inspirational talks and workshops at 16 national and regional conferences for the Alzheimer’s Association, Alzheimer’s Foundation of America and the Veteran’s Administration,
teaching over 2,000 healthcare workers how to use poetry with people living with Alzheimer’s disease. Glazner
is the founder and Executive Director of the Alzheimer’s Poetry Project. NBC’s Today show, NPR’s All Things
Considered and Voice of America have featured segments on Glazner’s work. Harper Collins, W.W. Norton
and Salon.com have published his work. He is also the author of How to Make a Living as a Poet.
Glazner’s visit to Greensboro is co-sponsored by the Center for Creative Aging-NC and is a featured event for
their “Create & Celebrate” program during the month of May.

Dancing with Poetry - This workshop teaches simple techniques and skills to facilitate reciting poetry

with people living with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia. Often, reciting poetry helps spark memories.
By the end of the session, workshop attendees will know how to structure a poetry program for people living
with Alzheimer’s disease. Participants will understand how to use poetry to start group discussions with their
family members or clients. Join us for this workshop to increase your knowledge of projection, articulation,
pacing of the recitation, dynamics, and how to bring out the emotional content of the poem. This is a fun, highenergy session where you will learn how to use poetry to make people laugh, sigh over a remembered love
or dance. Aging service providers, caregivers, poets and those interested in learning new and creative ways
to engage people living with Alzheimer’s may benefit from this workshop. CEUs available for caregivers and
healthcare professionals. To register for credit call 373-3636. Central Library • Wednesday, May 13, 9:30 to
11:30 am.

LifeVerse Poetry Reading featuring Gary Glazner - Local poets who have participated in the

2009 Greensboro Public Library’s LifeVerse project will join poet Gary Glazner in reading their works as well as
pieces that were created during their time facilitating workshops with elders. Gary Glazner will also speak on
his involvement with the Alzheimer’s Poetry Project (APP) and the work they are doing with poetry to enhance
the lives of those with Alzhemier’s. Central Library • Wednesday, May 13, 7 pm

Writing Workshop- What’s New for the Leaves of Recent Spring? - Poet Gary Glazner

uses Pablo Neruda’s Book of Questions as the basis for this exploration into poetry as an investigative tool.
Workshop participants will take an in-depth look at magic realism through the writing of
Federica Garcia Lorca, Pablo Neruda, and Jorge Luis Borges. We will explore how the people around us and
the places we inhabit can inform and enrich our writing. Can Main Street be your muse? Andy Warhol became
famous for painting Campbell Soup cans, what about the culture we live in “Pops” in your mind? Are “tweets”
on “Twitter,” the new Haiku? This workshop is a fun look at writing and a leap into your own words. Central
Library • Thursday, May 14, 7 PM

LifeVerse Initiative
LifeVerse, a Poetry GSO initiative for older adults, is in it’s second year. With funding from the NC Arts
Council and NC Humanities Council, LifeVerse has employed six poets to make weekly visits to nursing
homes, retirement centers and other sites with programs for older adults. These poets lead discussions,
guide writing activities and read from their own poems. Later this spring, an anthology of poems from these
sessions will be available for free. Participating poets are Jacinta White, Mark Smith-Soto, Anjail Ahmad,
Val Nieman, Tanya Owens and Sandra Redding. The Center for Creative Aging-NC is also a partner in the
project. Call 373-3636 to learn more about volunteering or scheduling a LifeVerse program.

Poetry GSO & ArtBeat Greensboro Present

El Día de los Niños
El Día de los Libros
Children’s Day/Book Day

Saturday, May 2 • noon - 3 pm
Center City Park • Downtown Greensboro
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Bilingual Fun
For Everyone!

Poetry Reading by Pat Mora
Salsa Dancing • Pet a Llama • Piñata
Music by West End Mambo • Prizes • Face Painting
Food Vendors • Books • ArtQuest • Library Card Sign-Up
for more info and directions visit www.poetrygso.org

Illustration from the cover of Book Fiesta by Pat Mora • HarperCollins/Rayo • Illustrated by Rafael López

Children & Family Events
Puzzles and Poems - Create poems and puzzles
to celebrate National Poetry Month.
Vance Chavis Branch • April 1, 4 pm
Family and Friends, Crafts and Poems - This
weekly knitting and crocheting group will share
poems while they craft during the month of April.
Newcomers welcome! McGirt-Horton Branch •
April 2, 6:30 pm
Peeler Poetry Project Performance - Come and
share your poetry and enjoy a special performance
by students from Peeler Elementary School.
Central Library • April 2, 5 pm
Poetry Sharing - Everyone is invited to share their
favorite poem. Central Library • April 7, 3:30 pm
Poetry Zone - Build a PoeTree, hear wild and
funny poems and even taste some poetreats.
Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch •
April 8, 3:30 pm
Family and Friends, Crafts and Poems - This
weekly knitting and crocheting group will share
poems while they craft during the month of April.
Newcomers welcome! McGirt-Horton Branch •
April 9, 6:30 pm
Bold and Beautiful Beasts - Enjoy adventure,
alliteration, art, and animals as we listen to poems,
create our own, and illustrate them. Glenwood
Branch • April 9, 4 pm
Julia Ebel - The author will
read from Dresses, Dreams
and Beadwood Leaves (a
novel in verse). Ebel lives
in Jamestown, NC, but she
finds frequent inspiration in
the North Carolina mountains.
Hemphill Branch • April 14,
4 - 5 pm

Family and Friends, Crafts and Poems - This
weekly knitting and crocheting group will share
poems while they craft during the month of April.
Newcomers welcome! McGirt-Horton Branch •
April 16, 6:30 pm
Little Poems and Little Books - Learn about Haiku
poetry, called “one breath poems” and make an
accordion book to capture your words.
Glenwood Library • April 23, 4 pm
Family and Friends, Crafts and Poems - This
weekly knitting and crocheting group will share
poems while they craft during the month of April.
Newcomers welcome! McGirt-Horton Branch •
April 23, 6:30 pm
Poetry Salon - Reading
and book signing with
Carole Boston
Weatherford. Enjoy
passages from her latest
book, Becoming Billie
Holliday. Central Library •
April 26, 3 pm
Celebration of El Día de los Niños/El Día de los
Libros (Children’s Day/Book Day) - This program
will highlight the poetry of Pat Mora. Hemphill
Branch • April 27, 6:30 pm
Mother Goose Poetry Party - Enjoy a night of
poetry for the entire family with rhymes, games, food
and a special guest - Mother Goose herself!
Glenwood Branch • April 28, 6:30 pm
Family and Friends, Crafts and Poems - Show off
your projects and read your poem inspired by your
craft. McGirt-Horton Branch • April 30, 6:30 pm
Poetry is Personal - Learn about two easy and fun
poetry forms that are perfect for expressing your
personality. Glenwood Branch • April 30, 4 pm

BOOK
DRIVE

Celebration of El Día de los Niños/El Día de
los Libros (Children’s Day/Book Day) - Enjoy a
bilingual family night with music, crafts, poetry and
activities. Vance Chavis Branch • April 30, 7 pm

Barnes and Noble will sponsor a book drive for El Día from April 19 - May 1. Customers can purchase
children’s or young adult books and donate them at the Friendly Center store. The Greensboro Public
Library will be distributing the books to children at the El Día Celebration on Saturday May 2 via raffle.
Pat Mora will also be signing her books at the event.

www.poetrygso.org

From The Poetry GSO Director
Dear Friends,
Poetry GSO is in its sixth year and I am particularly pleased that during this time of economic
downturn, the number of Poetry GSO sponsors actually increased, as you can see from the logos
below.
As a result of the generosity of the NC Arts Council and NC Humanities Council, we were able
to run our LifeVerse project for an entire year, with poets going into nursing homes every week.
A grant from the Tannenbaum-Sternberger Foundation provided the opportunity to sponsor more
children’s programs, including nationally renowned author Pat Mora. With a donation from Landmark (News & Record) and a partnership with the Center for Creative Aging-NC, we were able to
bring to town Gary Glazner, the founder of the Alzheimer’s Poetry Project. I am also thrilled with
our partnership with ArtBeat, which is a collaborative venture to promote the arts in Greensboro.
Our Día event on May 2 is one of the featured events of ArtBeat, which created a partnership with
the Greensboro Symphony and a dozen community-based organizations.
Even though attendance at Poetry GSO programs is steadily growing, people tell me every year
that they don’t attend because they “just don’t get poetry.” My response is always the same: just
attend a Poetry GSO program and you’ll see that poetry experiences can be both fun and poignant.
I encourage you to browse through this calendar, circle some events that look interesting to you and
become part of Greensboro’s annual celebration of poetry.

Library Locations
Central Library, 219 N. Church Street............................... 373-2471
Glenwood Branch, 1901 W. Florida Street..................... 297-5000
Hemphill Branch, 2301 W. Vandalia Road...................... 373-2925

Kathleen Clay Edwards Family, 1420 Price Park Rd........373-2923
McGirt-Horton Branch, 2509 Phillips Avenue....................373-5810
Vance Chavis Branch, 900 S. Benbow Road........................373-5838

“Along with other signs of spring, April
brings the return of Poetry GSO, a budding cultural tradition... Here’s hoping
that the Greensboro Public Library and
its partners will carry on this tradition
for many springs to come.”
News & Record, April 8, 2007

Tannenbaum Sternberger Foundation

