GREENSBORO PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Monday, May 16, 2016
4:00 p.m.

MINUTES

Greensboro Public Library- Central Branch
219 North Church Street — Hemphill Board Room

Greensboro, NC
MEMBERS ATTENDING STAFF ABSENT LIAISON
{Voting)
1 ; Carolyn Chappell (Chair) Brigitte Blanton Ivan Cutler Kay Cashion (absent)
2 | Sandra Cramer (Vice Chair) Dena Keesee Mary Espinola
3 | Trudy Atkins Penny Smith
4 | Chris Carlson Amanda Wils
5 | Netta Cox
6 | Viola Fuller
7 | Willie Taylor
8 | Lea Wiliiams

CALL TO ORDER

Carolyn Chappell, Chair, called meeting to order at 4:01pm.
Chair called for approval of April 18, 2016 Meeting Minutes. Lea Williams made motion to accept, Trudy
Atkins seconded; unanimously approved.

OLD BUSINESS

Chair informed Board that the late Mary Louise Noble Oliver’s family would be presenting a facility naming
request at the meeting (see Attachment “One”). The original written application was made in May 2015,
However, according to policy, the individual had to be deceased one year before the Board could accept the
application and hear the presentation from family members.

Instructions to Board: Listen and ask questions. Board discussion to take place at next meeting per policy.

o Comments:

o Others instrumental at McGirt-Horton, i.e., Cynthia Lee.

There will be an opportunity for dialogue after the presentation.

Presentation:

Gayland Oliver, the deceased’s son spoke on behalf of the family, introducing other family members present.
The family is requesting a conference or meeting room at the McGirt-Horton Branch Library be named after
their late relative, Mary Louise Noble Oliver, because of her dedication, support and influence in the inception
of that Branch. Stated Mrs. Oliver was a resident at Claremont Homes where children didn’t have resources to
do homework, so they came to her home. Mrs. Oliver allowed them to use her Encyclopedias.

Stated Mrs. Oliver had access to the Community Center and through relationships there was able to turn an
unused space into a library for the children. That’s how the library got started. Eleven neighbors shared in
library. This was the first library in the country housed in public housing.

Mr. Oliver expressed the impact his mother had on him and his career choices, obtaining an MBA and studying

abroad in four countries.
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Mr. Oliver points out that the McGirt-Horton Library was started in a shopping center and took faith from folks
like his mother to make sure community children had books to do their homework.

Mr. Oliver stated the family would [ike to request a conference room or meeting room be named after their
mother at the McGirt-Horton Branch Library. He provided Resolutions in favor from Greensboro City Council
and Guilford County Commissioners (see Attachment “Two a&b”).

o Question: Was Mrs. Oliver involved in the library after it was located at the Dollar General Store?

Yes, whenever she could. She was the resident council president for Claremont Homes.

The kids know there is someone from their own community that has impacted their future.

Delores Lawrence, Branch Manager works with these kids every day. The community knows their roots get
remembered. It lets them know their history.

o Question: Are you talking about one room or two?

Just one room.

o Question: Was this the first library?

Central was the first.

o Question: Are you still living in Greensboro?

Yes.

o Question: Will there be a portrait of your mother?

Yes, we would like to have one.

Chair thanked the Oliver family for coming and explained the next steps in the Facility Naming process.

Dialogue:

In 2000, there was mention of Mae Cynthia Lee’s contribution to the library and possibly naming, Ms. Lee
contributed personal finances into the area and it was believed she was the one that propelled the library in this
area.

Several individuals were involved. A brick was placed in honor of Mrs. Oliver at the McGirt-Horton Library.
If the Board has specific questions, we can make inquiries. We do need to clarify if this in fact was the first
library in public housing,.

Ms. Lee made these contributions back in the 70’s.

Since it is the naming of a “room,” we will need to clarify whether a public hearing is required.

Can you name a room in honor of someone?

Was Ms. Lee involved in the library or community?

She was an educator; involved at Claremont and surrounding city, using her own money which was pulled into
the community. Ms. Lee was before Elaine Ostrowski. We need to give others an opportunity to come forward.
We will research before the next meeting and provide information. The Board needs full knowledge before
proceeding.

What about checking with Elaine Ostrowski? Are there other areas at McGirt-Horton that can be named?

Need to be mindful of setting a precedent. Rooms that were named at Central, Kathleen Clay were done
through donors. McGirt-Horton was done through a contest of the Peacemaker. The Board has a Facility
Naming Policy that we have to follow.

The policy does not stipulate money.

No, but we have to look at setting a precedent.

Are there other people affected by Mrs. Oliver’s work?

Chair: Director will gather information requested/discussed and provide to the Board prior to the next meeting,

REPORT OF CHAIR — Carolyn Chappell

Received invitation to “The Important Woman” unveiling (see Attachment “Three”). Visited the Hemphill
Branch; very uplifting space. There was a book club in progress.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT - Brigitte Blanton

e Background to art unveiling - received email approximately two years ago from Council Member Nancy
Hoffimann asking for a list of women who had an impact on the library. Council Member Hoffmann purchased
the art piece from Greenhill, a Library partner, and requested it be hung. GLAC decided that Hemphill would
be the appropriate location. Five women are being honored at the unveiling and have been instrumental in the
library/community at Hemphill. Extra invitations are available if you would like to invite and bring others.

* Received phone call from Clarence Grier, Deputy County Manager informing us County funding to the Library
will remain the same for FY2016-2017. City Council will be voting on the Manager’s Recommended Budget
on Tuesday, May 17", The Library/Museum did not lose any positions. The Community Services Council
Committee meeting every month which includes Council Members Hoffman, Fox, Outling and Hightower
gives us an opportunity to share what we do with the funds we are given.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Friends of the Greensboro Public Library — Lea Williams

e Semi-Annual Used Book Sale raised as much as the fall sale. Looking at ways to make more efficient. Bill
Finley, incoming Friends President, will have final figures at the June meeting.

» Friends Annual Luncheon is sold out; 152 seats, 12 sponsor tables including Bank of North Carolina, Kay
Hagan, Loco for Coco.

Advocacy — Willie Taylor
s No Report

Historical Museum — Chris Carlson

» Thursday, May 19, the Museum will host a member/guest preview of our new exhibit Weaving Wonder with
Historical Thread, about how history inspires art with a focus on public art that will be at LaBauer Park, There
will be wine, hors d'oeuvres and music from 6:00PM to 8:00PM. The Museum plans to have more
member/guest events and this is a good opportunity to do something special for our members prior to the public
opening on Saturday, May 21.

¢ On May 24, we are hosting the Greensboro City Council for breakfast. After a brief update on the state of the
Museum, we will let them explore the new exhibit.

s May 24, the Museum will conduct a program at WellSpring (7:30PM) about Greensboro in the 1950%s. This is
aligned with a 1950s dance at Wellspring on May 21 and is also an opportunity to promote our “Rockin’ 50s
Flashback™ this summer. The Flashback event is from 10:00AM to 4:00 PM on July 9 and will include 1950s
cars, music, TV shows, hamburgers, milkshakes, etc. The event will be promoted via radio, print and social
media.

Upcoming Activity

*  Work continues on our September exhibit, / Want the Wide American Earth, about the Asian American Exhibit.

*  We have started work on a new graphic identity for the Museun that will work better with the Greensboro City
logo. We plan to invite feedback from various segments of the community (e.g., SynerG) as the work
develops.

o  We will use 2016 as a year to re-imagine the Museum shop, including its location and role in supporting our
mission.

e The 2016 Board continues to be very engaged and is working hard to support Carol Hart and her staff.

NEW BUSINESS
¢ None.

Chair called for adjournment. Viola Fuller made motion, seconded by Lea Williams.

Meeting adjourned: 5:02pm
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ATTACHMENT “ONE”

GREENSBORO PUBLIC LIBRARY
Application Form

Naming Public Library Facilities

Statement of General Policy

The Greensboro Public Library Board of Trustees shall be responsible for
approving names for all library facilities within the Greensboro Public
Library system, and for recommending approved names to the Greensboro
City Council, which has final authority, S

General Information

Name of individual or group making application:

fﬁbu{, Moy Lowdse, Noble, Ollvers's 'deij
J

Address; 4V Lord 52€F Do, Gmenséoro; NC Q7405

Date of Application; Ol / 9-4/ 5

Site of Facility: M c@’b‘f"?"—r Ha(’ "}—DV\ Ll) br’ c.,/j

Recommendations for Naming

Recommended Name: Marn Lowise Uﬁble»__otu\}q’
J Conterest-e & M{-e’)f"/“"j oo

If name of individual, is person living?

If so0, please provide current address.

Person’s contribution to City of Greensboro, local community, libraries
and learning. Please include positions of leadership, dates of involvement,
awards and honors and additional information as necessary:

Additional Comments My 3. Mkﬂj L outbe Aoble, Olber s-f—M{L«e‘Q He libr.

v ¢ A pjfh\_.
N Cleviemont Cowrt ome s on Al Mucd §0's LOhieh s sHU dn oper:
lL.mw; 4 {0,3.4, CD o fle-now 0000 Sauate L ey T Horton A;Mng,

Pes\WMarket\departments shared Foidcr\Librar_\'mdministralive_l,ibmr_'.'\POLICiES\I’acilit)- Naming Policy.doc




ATTACHMENT “TWO.a"

GREENSBORO
CITY COUNCIL

RESOLUTIO

RESOLUTION HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE LATE
MARY LOUISE OLIVER

WHEREAS, on May 2, 20135, this community lost one of its community leaders with the
death of the late Mary Louise Oliver at the age of 84;

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver was a native of Greensboro and was in the class of 1950 at
Dudley High School; :

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver was employed by Greensboro Urban Ministry from 1987 until
her retirement in 2004

WHEREAS, her involvement with various civic and grass root organizations inciuded
member of the Greensboro Association of Poor People 1967 through the late 1970s; honored by
the Greensboro Commission on the Status of Women as one of the Women of Achievement in
Greensboro, North Carolina; and voluntary host for a variety of other community activities;

WHEREAS, from 1974 through the 1990’s Ms. Oliver was the Resident Council
President of Claremont Courts Homes and was instrumental in bringing about the free lunch
program which served hot lunches to families;

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver was instrumental in starting the first library which was housed in
the Community Office Building and is now known as the McGirnt-Horton Library;

WHEREAS, during the 1980°s Ms. Oliver was instrumental in bringing about the Police
Neighborhood Resource Center in Public Housing in Greensboro Housing Authority properties
while working with the Executive Director of Greensboro Housing Authority Mrs. Elaine

Ostrowski;

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver was president of the Hope Valley Community from 2008 — 2014
and organized the Hope Valley Community Watch National Night Qut;

WHEREAS, she served on many committees, organizations and boards in Greenshoro
some of which include the North East Greensboro Concerned Citizens, EDGE (Easteérn
Development Growth Enterprise, Inc.), Moonlight Basketball Program at the Hayes-Taylor
YMCA and Girl Scouts of America — Greensboro Urban Communities;

RIS SRt AR A O T STty ey T T
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WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to express its sense of loss and its sincere
appreciation and gratitude for the many years of dedicated public service rendered by Mary
Louise Oliver, the contributions she has made to the community, and the legacy she leaves.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GREENSBORO:

l.

Adopted this the 16" day of June 2015.

That the City Council hereby expresses, on behalf of the citizens of Greensboro, a
deep sense of loss and a feeling of respect and gratitude for the life of Mary Louise

Oliver.
That a copy of this resolution shall be delivered to the family of the late Mary Louise

Oliver as a symbol of the gratitude of the people of Greensboro for her many
contributions to this community.

Page | 2




Board of County Commissioners
ATTACHMENT "TWO.b"

mo/uﬁom

Honoring the Life of Mary Louise Noble Oliver

WHEREAS, Mary Louise Noble Oliver passed away at the age of 84 on May 2, 2015. An engaged community leader, Ms.
Oliver is remembered as a loving mother, champion of those in need, and advocate for promoting projects which improved the
lives and safety of her fellow community members ; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver is survived by one brother, nine children, and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren; of
whom she has instilled her strong values of community involvement, determination and compassion for others; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver was an enduring figure of the Claremont Courts Homes community in Greensboro and served
as Resident Council President bringing about the free lunch program where she served hot lunches fo children and families
in need for nearly 20 vears; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Oliver was instrumental in the creation of the first library in the Claremont community which is still in
operation having grown into the now 10,000 square foot McGirt-Horton Library and was employed with Greenshoro
Urban Ministry from 1987 until her retirement in 2004; and

WHEREAS, throughout her life Ms, Oliver took pride in her community and was involved in numerous civic and grass
roots organizations including: membership in the Greensboro Assoc. of Poor People; North East Greensboro Concerned
Citizens, Moonlight Basketball Programs through the Hayes-Taylor YMCA and development of police neighborhood
resource centers; Ms. Oliver received many honors and awards including: service recognition from the Bennett College
Community Drug Awareness Program, showcase in the “1993 African American Women of Distinction” exhibition, and
receipt of the Greensbora Commission on the Status on Women as one of the Women of Achievement in Greensboro, NC;
and

WHEREAS, described as a pillar of her community, Mrs. Oliver was a tireless advocate for education, and community
involvement.

NOW, THEREFQORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Guilford County Board of Commissioners that it hereby expresses its
appreciation and admiration for the service and life of Mary Louise Noble Oliver and extends its sincere condolences to her
family and friends in her passing.

ADOPTED this the 18™ day of June, 2015.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, | hereunto set my hand and cause
the corporate seal of the County of Guilford to be affixed, this

?jh A ”éf—’/—?@
Pdu} “Hank™ Henry Henning, IV an
Guilford County Commissi
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ATTACHMENT “THREE"

The Important Woman

Nancy FHoffmann Denates
This Wonk of Unt
JIn Henor of

Florence Gatten
Sandy Neevman
Elizalieth “Boo” Stauffer
Dn. Willie Taylon

Join Us

JIn memany of
D Manibyn L. Miller

A reception will follow the unveiling.

Thursday, May 26, 2016
10 am

Hemphill Branch Library
2301 West Vandalia Road
Greensboro, North Carolina



MAY 2016

Monthly Highlights

BENJAMIN BRANCH

Xie, Xie a school-age program was held on May 17" with eight in attendance. The children and adults
enjoyed a short dynamic digital presentation on China which cuiminated with a slide show of everyday
items invented in China. One of the inventions, the game tangrams, was played teaching kids about
spatial relationships, geometry and problem solving.

CENTRAL BRANCH - CHILDREN’S ROOM ‘l

Over 300 students at Peeler Open Elementary School were treated to storytime and a presentation of
upcoming Summer Reading activities. The Tail Wagging Tutors program that pairs friendly service dogs
with reluctant readers continues to grow and is expanding from once-a-month to every other week.

GLENN McNAIRY BRANCH |

McNair Elementary School partnered with the McNairy Branch Library to offer a program promoting
summer reading to its students. On Tuesday, May 10, all McNair students were invited to “Meet Me @
McNairy Night" Families attended Family Storytime at 6:30 pm and afterwards, Kelly Proudfit gave a
presentation to the students about the library’s Summer Reading Program.

On Saturday, May 14, the Youth Services Librarian and the Volunteer Coordinator presented a Teen
Volunteer Orientation. McNairy Branch Library benefits enormously from a dedicated group of teen
volunteers. Summer always brings additional volunteer opportunities for teens.

GLENWOOD BRANCH

On Tuesday, May 24, Glenwood Branch hosted Teen Spa Night. Special guest, KaShanna Mobley from
The Hair Design School spoke to 13 girls about Cosmetology as a career, gave tips on hair care and also
a demonstration of different braiding techniques, the difference between corn rowing, French braiding, and
fishtail braiding. This was especially goed since the audience was very diverse including African-American,
Latino, Indian, and Caucasian giris. The teens made bath salts; glitter gel, refreshing body spray and
everyone went home with a nail care kit including polish.

Nine participants enjoyed Book Lover's BINGO on May 14 along. Book prizes were given to each
participant.

KATHLEEN CLAY EDWARDS BRANCH J

The Kathleen Clay Edwards Library partnered with the Greensboro Science Center to offer a Nano Day
for children. The materiais for the program were funded by a National Science Foundation nationai grant.
The library partnered with Old North State Council to showcase library resources at a recent Program
Review attended by area Boy Scout Leaders.
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HEMPHILL BRANCH ]

Art Reception at Hemphill Branch - Thursday May 26th 10am. Presentation by artist Jason Watson
about his work The Important Woman. The artwork was presented to the Hemphill Branch Library by
Councilwoman Nancy Hoffmann in honor of Willie Taylor, Sandy Neerman, Elizabeth "Boo" Stauffer, and
Florence Gatten and in memory of Dr. Marilyn L. Miller.

"Beauty is Just the Half of It", presented at the Hemphill Branch on May 7 to area teens by USA National
Miss Southern Coast, Raquel Bruening.

CENTRAL BRANCH - INFORMATION SERVICES

Central Library held a very successful job fair on May 5" Attendance was over 260. The job fair was
organized by Career Counselor Valerie Coll.

NCDL circulations remain strong. On four days during the month, circulations exceeded 1,000 per day.
Overall, circulations of downloadables exceeded 33,000 for the month. As we approach Summer, NCDL
circulations typically begin to rise, peaking in July or August.

On May 27, Latino Specialist Beth Bowles attended a gathering of the International Advisory Committee
which celebrated its first year with elected representatives. The organization’s partnership with the Library
featured very prominently in the event.

McGIRT-HORTON BRANCH

“Shoes to Go” held on May 24" was a preschool storytime activity with seven in attendance. The children
enjoyed hearing books about shoes. One of their favorites was A Pair of Red Sneakers. The story time
session also included a craft activity where each child competed lacing a pair of cardboard shoes.

GREENSBORO HISTORICAL MUSEUM & DAVID CALDWELL HISTORICAL PARK —|

The exhibition Weaving Wonder with Historical Threads: Janet Echelman’s Aerial Sculpture in

LeBauer Park, had its preview on Thursday evening May 19", attended by over 100 people, with support

from the Community Foundation. The exhibition had its public opening on May 21°.

o FoxNews 5 covered the preview and News12 has also filmed a segment at the museum.

o Representatives from the Armfield Foundation enjoyed the exhibit so much they increase their grant to
$5,000. The Community Foundation has committed $8.000.

o Inreaction to the very positive response we received, as well as the delay in the park opening, we have
decided to extend the final date of the exhibit past Sept. 11". We now anticipate a closing date in the

Spring of 2017.

CENTRAL BRANCH - POPULAR LIBRARY |

On May 16, Central Library hosted its first ever “Poetry Section Takeover.” We held our regular Monday
Night Poetry program upstairs in the poetry section of the book stacks. The event began with a “read-in"
where participants browsed the book section and discovered new authors and read some of their favorites.
Then, at the open mic reading, participants read a published poem as well as their own werk.

VANCE CHAVIS BRANCH |

Kidz' Krew: Building with Lego's held May 11 with 11 attendees.
Students enjoyed stories, songs, finger plays, and a Summer Reading Program preview on May 18 during
Preschool Storytime at Bennett Day Care, Martin-Dixon Intergenerational Center, Bennett College. There

were 54 in attendance.
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