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GREENSBORO PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Monday, September 20, 2021 

4:00pm 

MINUTES 

Zoom Virtual Meeting 

ATTENDING    ABSENT    STAFF  LIAISON 

 (Voting)  (Voting)   (Non-voting)   (Non-voting) 

1 BENNETT, JAMES PARKER, APRIL BLANTON, BRIGITTE WELLS, GOLDIE - GSO CC 

2 BYNUM, MONIQUE KEESEE, DENA CASHION, KAY  - GCC 

3 CLIFTON, CAROLYN 

4 CREAN, BRIAN 

5 DONNELL, FELITA 

6 ESPINOLA, MARY 

  7 HANLIN, TIM 

8 FRIPP, GAYLE 

9 PEARSON, MICHAEL 

      (9) Present  (1) Absent 

CALL TO ORDER and APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 Meeting called to order at 4:00pm.

 Chair called for approval of August 16, 2021 meeting minutes.  Motion to approve by Gayle Fripp,

seconded by James Bennett.  Unanimously approved by the Board.

CHAIR’S REPORT 

 The main purpose of this meeting was to propose a change in meeting dates for the Library Board of

Trustees.

o Following discussion of the proposed meeting schedule change, Chair called for vote.

 Six (6) meetings per year, every other month (January, March, May, July, September,

November), beginning January 2022.  Motion made by James Bennett, seconded by Felita

Donnell. Unanimously approved by the Board.

o Discussion took place regarding the proposed structure of the six (6) meetings.

 Four (4) General Meetings (via Zoom or at the Central Branch), two (2) Site Visit Meetings at

specific Branch locations to be determined (with no Director’s Report/Meeting Minutes).

o Discussion took place regarding the possibility of one (1) Annual Advocacy Report from each

Board Member

NEW BUSINESS 

 Revisions to Bylaws

o Official changes to the Bylaws tabled until the October 18, 2021 meeting, wherein the new meeting

structure and the proposed wording change to the Bylaws will be discussed and voted on by the

Board.

There being no other business, motion made by Monique Bynum, seconded by Brian Crean, to conclude 

the meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:25pm 

              FINAL 
APPROVED: Oct.18, 2021



        

SEPTEMBER 2021 
Highlights 

 
 

 

BENJAMIN BRANCH     

 Benjamin Branch Youth Librarian created an online video for Library Card Sign-Up month called the “Library Card 

Ownership Manual”, offering some silly do’s and dont’s for our younger users. This video currently has 19 views, 

15 positive interactions including 14 shares, and 4 likes. 

 Benjamin Branch Youth Librarian gave an online presentation to a UNCG LIS storytelling class about why and how 

the public library does children’s programming. This presentation was offered via Zoom on September 28 and also 

included insight for providing quality in-person and virtual programming. Many of the students in the class were on 

the school media track so this presentation also helped to promote youth services in libraries. 

 

CENTRAL BRANCH    

 The Greensboro Public Library staff attended two outreach programs for One City, One 

Book, The Guilford Native American Association Powwow and Winston Salem’s 

Bookmarks Literary Festival. There were interactive displays where people could share 

messages about their identity and a children’s activity. Throughout both events, over 2,000 

bookmarks were handed out for Tommy Orange’s visit on November 18.   

 

 

CENTRAL BRANCH – CIRCULATION & CHILDREN’S ROOM     

 The shelves were lowered on the 1st Floor. While the construction crew dismantled the shelves, the materials were 

loaded on carts and shelved after the crew left in the evening. The entire team worked on moving the books, shifting 

shelves, and shelving items. We had help from the Reference department to keep up with the construction crew.  The 

entire project took around two weeks and customers love the lowered shelves saying it makes the building feel more 

airy and the books are easier to reach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Central produced 500 mini Cherokee drum kits for the 

Library and to pass out at the Folk Fest and Powwow. 

Everyone helped make the kits in celebration of Native 

American Heritage month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://greensborohistory.org/


        

GLENN MCNAIRY BRANCH    

 Glenn McNairy Youth Librarian hosted a Fall Folktales Zoom storytime to 20 attendees, including a group from a 

local preschool. Audiences enjoyed folktales like The Three Bears and The Little Red Hen.  

 On September 15, Glenn McNairy Youth Librarian begun the Outdoor Storytime at Country Park series, which 

meets weekly at Country Park for stories, songs, and finger plays, weather permitting. The response has been 

enthusiastic, and the most recent outdoor storytime had 20 children and their families in attendance.  

 

GLENWOOD BRANCH    

 The Glenwood Family Fun Day, a parenting and mental health fair on September18 from 2-4 pm was an afternoon of 

fun and information for the community. With over 20 community partners providing activities for the children, a step 

team and dance group performing, it was well attended with roughly 175 participants. There was popcorn, Kona Ice, 

and waters for everyone. Many of the community partners said it was a great opportunity to network with the families 

and each other. Students from NC A&T and UNCG were volunteering to assist the community partners with 

unloading and set up. The weather cooperated and it was a 

beautiful sunny day.  

 Pre-COVID, Glenwood Branch’s Youth Specialist visited 

Guilford County Schools and Child Development Centers once 

a month.  Currently, outreach is being done via Zoom with two 

virtual visits in September.  There were 40 attendees on 

September 23 and 50 attendees on September 30.  

 

 

HEMPHILL BRANCH      

 Author Esme Addison visited the Hemphill Branch Mystery 

Readers via Zoom on September 13. She discussed her new book, A Hex for Danger. The group enjoyed her visit in 

February and asked her to return when this book was published. Eleven members attended and loved this book as 

much as the first book, A Spell for Trouble. 

 There were three One City, One Book facilitator trainings in September. There were four one-on one-sessions for 

some unable to attend one of the scheduled session. We have a total of 23 excited and trained facilitators ready to 

fulfill the requests from area book clubs and organizations participating in One City, One Book. 

 The book club at Abbotswood requested a visit for someone to help them choose some selections from the GPL book 

club set collections. A Library Associate from Central Branch and a Library Associate from the Hemphill Branch 

made a presentation on September 14 featuring titles that might appeal to the group.  

 The Shepherd’s Center Adventures in Learning One City, One Book class began September 23. The Center set a 

limit of 20 for the class and there are 17 participants. The class will go for six weeks with discussions of the book and 

presentations related to it. 

 

HISTORY MUSEUM     

 The Greensboro History Museum’s first in-person program in 18 months was a collaboration with GPL and 

Scuppernong Books. Bestselling author Ben Yagoda visited GHM to talk about editing the new “Library of America 

anthology O. Henry: 101 Stories”. Joining him for the conversation was O.Henry Magazine founder Jim Dodson. 

Forty-nine people attended the event in the auditorium and another 16 tuned in on YouTube for our first livestream of 

an auditorium program. 

 Curator of Education Rodney Dawson helped organize a history panel – including Curator of Community History 

Glenn Perkins -- as part of the Next City Vanguard conference. Then, thanks to the rain, a fascinating keynote 

conversation with Chancellors Harold Martin (NC A&T) and Franklin Gilliam (UNCG) took place in the GHM 

auditorium. Conference attendees also had a chance to experience the Pieces of Now exhibition. See 

https://twitter.com/candacetucker1/status/1440447319619473415?s=20 and 

https://twitter.com/ActionGSO/status/1440304927457247237  

 The nonprofit American Battlefield Trust released a 45-minute YouTube video highlighting the John and Isabelle 

Murphy Confederate Longarms Collection and its new interpretation in the Museum galleries on September 24. 

The conversation between Curator of Collections Jon Zachman and Kris White, Deputy Director of Education for the 

American Battlefield Trust, has already gotten over 21,000 views. https://youtu.be/dcCktmYTax8  

https://nextcity.org/vanguard
https://twitter.com/candacetucker1/status/1440447319619473415?s=20
https://twitter.com/ActionGSO/status/1440304927457247237
https://youtu.be/dcCktmYTax8


        

KATHLEEN CLAY EDWARDS BRANCH   

 On September 13, Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch had an outdoor viewing of “No Time to Waste” as part of 

the Outdoor Adventurers of Color series.  The film tells the story of legendary 98-year old park ranger Betty Reid 

Soskin’s inspiring life. The film shares her history as an activist, legislative representative, and park planner. She tells 

of her compelling work at the Rosie the Riveter/WWII Home Front National Historical Park and her historical 

stories of people of color.  There were 34 attendees ranging in ages from 8-adult.  Prior to the showing, the filmmaker 

contacted us and told us that he had let Betty know we were showing it.  Both were thrilled.  The filmmaker wrote, 

“And I’m even more delighted to be able to tell Betty Reid Soskin about your plans. Betty will be so thrilled to know 

that families will gather and hear about her urgent mission.”  Attendees were very inspired by Betty’s story and they 

really thought it was lovely sitting outside in the beautiful weather enjoying the film.  Betty’s 100th birthday was 

September 22 and upon request, the film viewers recorded a brief happy birthday message to her. 

 

McGIRT-HORTON BRANCH    

 The temperate weather in September allowed for the McGirt-Horton Branch to hold two in-person programs, 

Playdough Challenge and Storytime, for youth and families outdoors in the teen garden.  The Playdough Challenge 

program tested participants with creating objects like cars, flowers, and spiders with Playdough.  A mother who 

attended followed up with an email to the Youth Services Librarian stating that she and her child had a great time.  

The Outdoor Storytime engaged a little girl so much that her mother emailed to inquire about the schedule for 

upcoming sessions.   

 

Hispanic Heritage Month Display at the McGirt-Horton Branch 

 

 

VANCE CHAVIS BRANCH    

 Vance Chavis' Youth Services Librarian alongside Programs Assistant created a video for Hispanic Heritage Month 

documenting the process and history of creation of a Spanish food staple: the corn tortilla. Additionally, public 

computer usage saw a 12% increase from August to September, particularly marked by hands-on assistance with 

navigating the submission of home purchasing documents, tax refund follow-up, job searches and application for 

pandemic benefits. One customer - a new resident to Guilford County - shared that she was better assisted in her 30-

minute visit to the Library than she had been in the many agencies she had encountered across her four previous states 

of residence. She was motivated to get a Greensboro Public Library card. 

 

 


